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Most of us always looking for ways to build one of these large sheds.
have trouble  a better understanding of the

remembering country and people into this new As we walked toward the door of
what we were young priest, and so on a particu- one of the sheds, | saw something
doing on a lar Sunday in March, he wanted that | was not prepared to see,
particular day to drive me to a sheep ranch and for which | had no frame of
even months  south of Malta, to show me what reference to deal with. City

YOU WILL
ESPECIALLY
WANT TO
READ:

e St : Patrick?d S . ago, but now a large sheep ranch looked like raised, | had heard, and | could
ATRIEET Bishop David C. Anderson ity six during lambing season. see that ranch life was hard. |
Church hosts years later, a particular Sunday could tell that economy and bot-
Karen New afternoon in March of 1972 still  We drove the thirty some miles tom line financial viability pre-
Year Pg.5 stands out in my memory. March under a stormy March sky and  ceded sentiment when it came to

of that year found me completing arrived at a large ranch, where a the livestock. As we came to the
my first year as rector of St. Basque family cared for sheep in door, we passed by a large heap

Maryo6s Church, Matens af thouddnds. tHarold . of dead lambs, at least fifty, per-
Actually I was rector of two other had called ahead, and told the  haps a hundred. And all were
churches as wel family thdat he wdsdringirg @isv 6 missing their fleece! The pile of
Gl asgow and Al | prigshdownt andwouldtheey b e gmall lambs was ten or twelve
and that happened because the show us their lambing operation. feet across and four feet high,
then bishop of Montana, Jackson As we got out o &ndtearmpapot lidlebtood stained
INSIDE THIS Gilliam had convinced a very pickup, someone in an old, warm bodies were already hard in the
ISSUE: young priest in the Diocese of looking coat, came over to greet chill Montana March air.
Washington, D.C., that if being  and welcome us.
rector of one church was good,
being rector of three was three  Spread out over |
PRAYER, 2 times better. And so | found my- several acres were
PRAISE & self starting my second year of  four or five steel

» Of course lambs die, |

knew that! Sheep

& seem to die too easily,
il more easily than other

e

PANCAKES residence on the Great Plains, butwarehouse build- livestock. It would be
still with much of the mindset of ings, each seeming expected that some

THE . an east coast urban d_weller. to hold several & would _die in birth or

SR S Culture shock was going from th(_)usand sheep. from disease, §1II

NEXT TRUE the n ationdos ca Pur guadée gxplain@d that the o v eobped up as they were in large

WAR small ranching town of 2000 sheep outs_lde were wa_tchepl numberg in thes:e sh_eds. But was
souls under the big sky of Mon-  closely during the lambing time, bottom line profit so important
tana. and when the ewes were about that they needed to skin the poor

ready to birth their lambs, they little things to make an extra
21;' T:A;-a < 3 A parish member, Harold, was  were brought into the shelter of The Lamb Story on pg. 2
HOSTS

(This article is submitted by Fr. Ron Gauss and reprinted with permission.)

church.
GROTON- As the annual meet- The congregation, he said, should
ing was drawing to an end Sun- go forward, lay hands on the Rev. Bishop Seabury, an Episcopal
day afternoon, and the light fromRonald Gauss and the entire vestryChurch for 132 years, has sev-
the enormous window behind theand pray for them, which they did, ered ties with its historic roots by
pulpit was fading, a member of €very man, woman and child, in anjoining the Convocation of An-
Bishop Seabury Church stood upgmotional moment that spoke glicans in North America
and announced that the Holy  clearly about the changes on the (CANA), and putting itself under
Spirit had sent him a message. horizon for this vibrant, evangelical Split pg. 3
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PRAYER, PRAISE & PANCAKES.da Heathsville,

St. Stephen's Anglican Church in Heathsville, a rural setting, we can afford to publicize our
Virginia, has an annual "Prayer, Praise & Pan-"PP&P" event without fear of running out of
cakes" on Shrove Tuesdakveryone who food. And yet each year, we pick up a few guests
comes toour Prayer and Praise servipets who readour article in the paper.Last year, we
free pancake suppePRart of the Anglican Dis- served about 100 meall. seems to us that Shrove
trict of Virginia, St. Stephen's is in a rural area Tuesday is not only a night to clean out the cup-
where church is a major part of the social strudsoards of all the fat, but a night to have our fill of
ture. We are located in a county seat of about alleluias before the long, dry season of

400 people.Our members come from as many Lent. Alleluia! To God be all honor, praise and

as 30 miles away to worship togethém.such  glory!

The Lamb Story pg. 1 forehead of the abandoned lamb, and then take it to

dollar on such a small fleece? Myurbanmind t he ewe who | ost her | amb. o

raced ahead, already passing judgment on such

practice. | was upset, offended and feelingargui She smel |l s the fl eece, and

mentative over this. her own. She sees the bloo
and licks it off, and she can taste the scent of her

As we went into the relative warmth of the own body in the blood of her lamb. She cleans the

building | turned andnew$akkkatd claimdhaa her owra and lethita t pile

of dead | ambs al |l ab o suckleodlna dhhoetwa her ndllepadsiegpghrough a | k -

ing as he wal ked us t thebodypfehe new farmbo dgives itthé scéntaads e e we

give birth to twins, and for some reasonknownt ast e of the mother, and th

only to God, they will reject one and keep the
other. Nothing we can do will change their mindl left the ranch overwhelmed by the experience of
If we were a small farm, we might bottle feed death and life and the sheer numbers of sheep being
the rejected lambs, or one of the kids might takecared for. And even with the good of the adop-
a 6bumdé | amb as a 4H ponsljfel sotrow fontlte aaadonedelambgsand all T h a t
wonot work here, webodyv the dpath It madendyrcallidgsas sheéphed ofuhneé
| ambs, and we canot a bnfialb Modtana abngtegatioasdookasb uchonforet h e m,
just because their mamanagdable somutch moreenjpoyakieh lewas sbme

years later, during the Easter Season, that | saw our
Passing an enclosure with just such a ewe, onestory in the lambs. It was an image of Christ as the
lamb beside her, and another penned in a corndmowledgeable shepherd, and Christ as the dying
we came next to a s ol lambaofferingeis teece. FAMchGod thed-ather, dsa s t
her | amb after it was sheepwho]ooks dtypsandmeewrapgedintheo se i n
that pile you asked about. Sometimes they justfleece of Jesus Christ, and with the blood of the
die. So we have a ewe without a lamb in one lamb covering the stain of our estrangement from
pen and a rejected lamb in the next, but a ewe God. When God the Father looks upon you and me,
wi || only nurse its o iviethewrapping/af dedus thadis seenp(ds StaRaa t h e r
ewebs | amb. Thatodés whgattde dpatd haeamba &heist Jes
mi ssing their fl eece, ealtytaste of thé bibod is the ¥dme bloodoshed ond i e s
we take the fleece off, cut leg holes in the fleeceCalvary. And God sees his own, and claims his
and put it on a rejected lamb. We take some ofown, and we become his own, by adoption and
the blood from the dead lamb and rub it on the grace.

THE ANGLICAN SCHOOL OF HEAILING
Marck842008

(For details see | ast monthés editi n or
Christ The Redeemer, Garland Texas
Call Gayle Smitherman at 972240-0181
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Split pg. 1 the spiritual and ecclesias- via letter. At Bishop Seabury on Sunday, how- when Smith took over one of the churches, St.
tic direction of a more conservative ever, the members of the congregation were  John's in Bristol, in 2005 and ousted its pastor.
bishop. Members of Bishop Seabury unbowed as they moved through two morning The six churches also stopped sending money
say they are not the ones initiating the  worship services, ate lunch together, and then to the diocese, and then sued Smith, citing

splitd "The Episcopal Church finally joined together in the afternoon teekect their  civil rights violations, after he declared their
kicked us to the curb" said Stan Price,  deposed vestry in defiance of the bishop's or- priests to be "out of communion" with him.
junior wardend and lay the blame ona ders. The churches lost that lawsuit and appealed.

too-liberal theology that doesn't reflect
their beliefs. "The Episcopal Church
doesn't believe in the Bible anymore,"
Price said. "We read the Bible. We don't
interpret the Bible." However the split

is interpreted, Bishop Seabury faces an
almost certain legal battle with the dio-
cese over whether it or the diocese owns
the property where the congregation
worships. What is unfolding at Bishop Seabury, and at a
handful of other Connecticut churches known
as "The Connecticut Six," echoes what is hap-
Gauss told the congregation Sunday that pening across the United States as conservativ
Connecticut Bishop Andrew Smith sent  Episcopalians break from the national church
him a letter a week ago giving the con-  over differences of opinion about Scripture. . .
gregation until Jan. 280 Sundayd to The differences, which have manifested them- church home. livlembhers of gmlft Churcgl in
vacate the property. In the case of the  selves in public squabbles over the ordination OI\/atertown took another route they vote
Groton church, where the congregation gay clergy and women and the blessing of sam hemselves out of the Episcopal Qhurch and
moved into a new sanctuary less than a -sex unions, threaten to tear apart not only the agreed to Ieaye the proper@y, setting up a new
decade ago that was paid for entirely out fabric of the American church but also jeopard- church home in a community room at a local

of its own funds, the stakes seem espe- ize its relationship to the wider, 80 million bank._ St._John sin Brlstol ha_s CO”“”Ped under
the direction of the diocese since Smith ousted

Gauss and the other five priests also accused

: : - Smith of violating church law, but Smith was
years, encouraged his congregation to keep its cleared of those ecclesiastical charges last

resolve. "You are the only ones that have the
authority and responsibility to determine who is year.
the vestry and the rector of this church," Gauss With the exception of Bishop Seabury and
said. "Fire the vestry, and you will reconfirm  Trinity Church in Bristol, which have both
that they are the vestry. Fire the wardens, and joined CANA and whose members have so far
you will reconfirm they are your wardens." refused to leave church property under orders
from the diocese, the actions of the six
churches have varied greatly. At Christ and
The Epiphany Church in East Haven, half the
ongregation stayed with the Episcopal
hurch and stayed on the property, while the
other half followed the minister to a new

Gauss, who has led Bishop Seabury for 32

The first salvo has already been fired.

cially high. "This is more than just a member Anglican Communion. Dozens of . . g ; .
building to me. It's my house of wor- individual parishes and, in some cases, entire its prles,_t. Only S.t' Pauls_ in Darien remains
ship,” said Rick Vanderslice, former dioceses have broken with the Episcopal un%e;]t'aln. Its prles_t, CErlstophgr L%'ggtoﬂ’ h
senior warden of the church. "Not a Church in the past few years to join either the Sall IS crc])ngre_gatlonl aﬁ noL ecided whether
penny from the diocese or the national Roman Catholic Church or other branches of to leave the Episcopal Church.

church went into this building." the Anglican Communion. These actions have At Bishop Seabury, where the church mantra

created costly and lengthy fights over property seems to be "It'all about you, Jesus," and
national headquarters have taken the rights, which officials in Connecticut are watch- where the congregation embraces a joyful mix
ing closely, around the nation. of traditional and evangelical rituals, such as a

position that church property, although | ) ied by hasais
titted in the name of individual parishes, In Connecticut, the fracas began in earnest afteﬁ)rm.a communion accompanied by ha
ealing, people seemed saddened, but steeled

is held in trust for the Episcopal Church the 2003 consecration of the noalibate gay

Church officials in Connecticut and at

for the changes about to come. "This is just a

under what is known as the Dennis bishop of New Hampshire, Gene Robinson. building. It i t the church.” said Arth
Canon. Smith, who confirmed last week Gauss, along with the priests of five other Con- HUI m?d t;]s nr? wle CI u:cd, Sﬁ; rvxr/ rlér n of
that he considers Bishop Seabury to necticut churches, asked to be put under the ayward, the newly elected senior warden o

have abandoned the diocese, also re-  direction of another bishop after Smith sup- the church. "We are the church.”

moved the church wardens and vestry  ported Robinson. The relationship worsened

THE CHURCHKIHE NEEDGAY /TESBIEN AGEIRDA . . .
To discredit the Anglican Church HieFarehy e crrsin vinssies sron, vew v

For the last three decades, Reverend Richardtion that almost amount to gross despise or dis- (hijacking) the Anglican Communion.
Kirker, a British Clergyman has been a the  dain of the African BishopsHe and all those

lead advocate and the loudest voice for the who are in thevarious shades @his movement Inclusivity while new for some of us and a struggle
gay and lesbian agenda within and without can argue all theywant about their aim beirtg for otherscan bea language of deceit and conven-
the Worldwide Anglican ChurchHe was promotetolerance towards gay and lesbian peo- ience. One can extrapolate racial issues into sexual
bornfifty -six years ago in Nigeria when his  ple especially Christians and to promote inclusiv-orientation issues using the same old cliché that old
father was a colonial civil servant in-Ni ity, but they cannot deny one issuEhey have patterns take time to change. B¢ must never

geria. What an irony.He later goeducated an expressed agenda to destroy any Anglican  forget that sexual orientation is the issue of all races
at a minor English public school in UK be-  Church leader whtives their life style while but being Black, Asian or Hispanic is not the issue
fore going to a theological college in Salis-  publicly holding an antgay stance What of all races.That is why it is an affront to compare,
bury, in the present Zimbabwe when it was the Scriptures say no matter hawinisculethe for example, someone who can only be a black
Southern RhodesiaThis could explain context and content is not their concern but their person at all times in all plac&s someone who is
some of his antics and deep negative disposi-untiring and persistent intent on taking over gay. War pg. 4
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War pg. 1 Exercising patience as we

PAGE 4

scriptural basegersonal morality in a way that was We must be vigilantThe gaylesbian agenda is

continue to grow in our understanding of God once was considered desirable or necesdahas  restless and methodicalVithout reopening

and ourselves ought to be a personal issue
even in the resolution of ones sexuality and

always been an unspoken yet not unofficial policy theold wounds for the Church hierarchy in
to ensure that gay people who don't give a commitBritain, remember th&uting" campaign of the

other issues sexual in nature. Herein, we musinent to celibacy are not selected for ordinatitve mid-Nineties, prompted by the tabloid revela-

not confuse collective spiritual growth (e.g.
of the Church) with individual spiritual
growth (e.g. of a straight or a gay person).
Sometimes spiritual growth is awkward and
even painful when founded wholly on the
uncompromising word of God. God is lead-
ing our Church onward undeur Nigerian
Primate- His Grace,;The Most Rev'dP. J.
Akinola, The Primate and Metropolitan of all
Nigeria- The Church of Nigeria Anglican

should not be afraid to excite the active animosity ¢ions in September 1994The then newly en-

those whose hostility are very evident toward those¢hroned bishop of Durham, Michael Turnbull,

who hold to the old fashioned Anglican Faith no who had condemned a gay clefgy

matter their position in ECUSA. openlywriting and speaking about Hisving
relationships' was exposed twaving had a

I want to remind all hovdeeply rooted this issue  conviction for cottaging. An ermonk called

has beenFor example, ReKirker, while at Sebastian Sandys outed three more bishops,

thetheological college in Salisbury (40 per cent of including the then bishop of Edmonton, Brian

students and staff whom at that time he reckons Masters, at a debate at Durham University.

were gay) included the headmaster Michael Hardirideanwhile, Peter Tatchell's OutRage Maga-

Communion and we must accept the fact thatwho became his first partneiKirker spent a year  zineissued a list of ten gay bishops who had

any new ground is often a bit rough. God is
leading us forward in faith founded on love
for those who would not accept the whole-
some word of Godlf inclusivity then is the
lesson ECUSA and the likes of the British
Rev. Kirker havébeen preaching over these

as a licensed lay worker in Southampton before earlier on endorsed an aigiy discrimination
becoming a curate in Michael's diocese of St Al-  stance within the Church of England. That
bans. The pair had the blessing of their bishop, thdist included the higtprofile bishop of South-
liberal Robert Runcie, who also wrote a warm lettewark, Mervyn Stockwood (who has since

of condolence when tragedy struck, in the form of alied). The climax of the campaign came in
motorbike accident that killed Michael and left March 1995 when the then bishop of London,

last 30 years, then they must cease all hostili-Richard badly injuredOn recovery from this acci- David Hope, was named Archbishop of Yerk

ties against those who don't share their theo-

logical base.How can we marctogether to
the promised land where ALL of us are
equally included and tolerated whissues
once considered very personal and very pri-
vate (even though very aberrant) are forced
on all ofus either to accephem aghe norm
or face the wrath of the powers of the very
powerful few in the Church leadership.
Herein, | want to remind the Worldide

dent, he found a new passiowriting to the news- the number two post in the Church of England.
papers about the Church's position on homosexualdnder pressure from Tatchell, Hopaho had

ity and beinga loud member of various gay organi- endorsed the sacking of a gay clergy and backed
zations.He quickly took ona new partneBteve a Children's Society ban on gay foster parents
Caldwell, a charity workerwho has now been his acknowledged that his own sexuality was a

civil partner for 21 yearsBishop Runcie sacking  "grey area".People like Richard Kirker was

him 18 months later when he would not desist fronevidently and solidly behind in all these activi-
portraying the Church of England as homophobic ities to discredit the Church of England and

the press.This was how even the liberal Church of expose the hypocrisy of the Church hierarchy.
England's Bishopdealt with the issues in then I am worried about The Convocation of Angli-

Anglican Church and ECUSA in particular as bold and decisive. cans in North America (CANA)The gay

well as the likes of Reverend Richard Kirker,
who is about to step down after nearly 30

years as head of the Lesbian and Gay Chris-

tian Movement (LGCM) that thas never
been the issue dHomosexuality'that is at
the center otheglobal struggle for the soul
of the Anglican Communion but rather the
well-thought out agenda of the gay and les-
bian coalitions to mak#he Anglican Church
(Communion)ecomethe repository for the

lesbian organizatiorisave tried all sorts of
The gay and lesbian agenda has always been veryhings in Nigeria buthey did not stick.l stand
methodical and intentional unlike those who are by the principle of outing where hypocrisy and
opposes themFor example, when Rev. Kirker was abuse of power is involved. It was right to ex-
excluded from formal religious ministry, he threw pose bishops who led deceitful gay livesile
himself into his work as general secretary of the condemning othegay clergy. If they had ac-
LGCM, which was initially based in the church of knowledged they were gay and tiia¢y were
St Botolph's in the City of London. Some of his  celibate, then people like Archbishop Akinola
actions were provocative but intentional like sellingvould have also stood up in their defense also.
the publicatioriThe Joy of Gay Seftom the church We must be thorough in all our dealings with

alternative lifestyle acceptability in the rest of and importing obscene materials openly displayedthe public. As the USA government steadily

society.

Whereas in the old days the Church's gay
faction was obscureut we knew they were
always there and we knettvem even person-
ally. Now with the open disregard of the
1998 Lambeth Conference resolutions
andthe insistence that albout those resolu-
tion boils down to two thingsto "listen to

the experience of homosexual persons” and
to "condemn irrational fear of homosexuals"

in the Church's auditoriumNo wonder duringhe moves religion to the center of public life,
protest he led outside the last Lambeth Conferencéhrough faithbased initiative organizations

hall in 1998, a Nigerian bishop laid hands on Kirkepur schoolsand other social initiatives we must
in front of a phalanx of television cameras to hold our selves accountable to all moral and
"exorcise" the demons of homosexuality when he financial issues involvesWe mustknow about
would not let the Bishop join his fellows for lunch. what these faith projects are actually preaching
He can shrug the incident off but these are the and never allow those who are out to hurt our

facts. credibility to hijacks these initiativegVe could
only take our opponents on by radtowing

We need to pray on more fervently for our themto force us teshow them outrue Col-

ACB RowanWilliams who like Robert Runcie, |  ors. That is precisely what their next agenda

to some of us is sheer hypocrisy of the worse suspect can supportive of gay and lesbian people egainst CANA and CANA Churches would be

order and even diabolical at bedto wonder
some have even compareomosexuality is

as dangerous to mankind as global warming.
The ACB Rowan Williams should not be
made the issue as well as The Nigerian Pri-
mate Peter AkinolaThe North American
Episcopalians who have elected an openly
gay bishop is the issueThey have long
abandoned the dignity of interviews for
priesthood which must uphold long held

private but not saying so in public. We need to sceahd we owe it to future generations not to let
this weakness and prayerfully support him and notthem defeat usWe must be true to what

to condemn himlt is a tough position to be when CANA stands for and we must be true in private
you have Bishops (autonomous as they are) underas in public. That is the only key for victory in
you who don't even believe in God as to believe ththis battle. We must be transparenfnd by the
Bible. These Bishopsspecially those of ECUSA  grace of our Almighty God, we will.

also scenting this weakness in our ACB have grown

in strength and confidence because they are in effect

unopposed by the ndiberals who won't stand up

for what they claim to believe.
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St . Patrickos Angleycaddn sGhdu.

Approximately 300 Karen (an ethnic  fered greatly under the hands of the currenfand pray in their own language and then
group from Burma) gathered in Tennes+egime of Burma (Myanmar) and came to we would all come together for the Canon

see last month to celebrate the Karen America after spend- of the Mass.
New Year. Men, women and children ining nightmarish But now their
colorful clothing, prayed, sang, danced months and years in numbers have
and ate native foods throughout the dayrefugee camps in grown to about
Thailand. 75 and we do
not have a
St. Patrickés came in room large
contact with the enough to al-
Karen people after low for concur-
sponsoring the Swe rent worship.
family through World As a conse-
Relief. Peter Swe was quence they
a Christian leader in meet now on
the Thailand camps, Sunday after-
working as a layman for the Anglican noons. We look forward to a day when

Church. After his life was threatened Peter we will have enough space to worship
decided that it was time to come to Amer- together again.
ica. Arriving with just the clothes on their
Some came from as far away as Minne-backs, the Swe family found work, pros- An additional blessing has been the arri-
sota to be a part of this historic event. pered and became an important part of theval of Fr. Bu Christ who is an ordained

Elders gave lectures about the history oparish family. Anglican

the Karen people, the significance and priest from

symbolism of their flag and encouragedPeter has since at- Burma. Now
tracted extended fam- the people
ily members and are able to
other Karen people hear the
who moved to Ten- Mass in
nessee. St . Patrickos their native
helped the new ar- tongue,
rivees in varying although a
degrees as they found few still
their footing in a new attend the
world. By 2006 there English
was enough Karen service.
among us that we These gra-
hired Peter to be a lay cious Chris-
pastor to his people. His duties include evetians have enriched our lives and we look
rything from spiritual leader to social forward to seeing how God will use us as

participants to not only preserve their worker and everything in between. For coworkers in spreading the Kingdom of
language and culture but to spread the many months the Karen met separately = God.
news of their heritage. Many have suf- during the Liturgy of the Word to preach
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